Pacific Islands - Ocean and Climate Outlook Forum (OCOF) No. 209

Country: Palau

Part 1: Recent climate

TABLE 1: Monthly Rainfall

Jan-2025
Nov-2024 Dec-2024
Station (include data period) Total 33%tile 67%tile Median
(mm)
Total Total Rank
(mm) (mm) Rainfall (mm)
Koror (1951-2025) 209.3 531.6 196.3 185.2 319.3 234.4 26/74
TABLE 2: Three-month Total Rainfall for November 2024 to January 2025
Three-month Total 33%tile 67%tile Median
Station Rank
Rainfall (mm)
937.2 Normal 783.9 960.6 861.6 47/74

Koror (1951-2025)




Part 1i. Monthly and Seasonal Outlooks for March and March to May 2025

Monthly: March

Seasonal: March to May

Rainfall (Image 1)

Rainfall (Image 2)

Tercile rainfall probabilities for
March 2025

Base period: 1981-2018 Model run: 03/02/2025
Madel. ACCESS-52 Issued: 05/02/2025
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EEZ border V11 (Flanders Marine Institute, 2019),

Tercile rainfall probabilities for
March to May 2025

Base period: 1981-2018 Model run: 030212025
Model: ACCESS-52 Issued: 05/02/2025
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EEZ border V11 (Flanders Marine Institute, 2019)

Monthly Maximum temperature (Image 3):

Seasonal maximum temperature (Image 4):

Tercile maximum temperature probabilities for
March 2025

Base period 19812018 Model run; 03/02/2025
Model. ACCESS-52 Issued 05/0212025
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- EEZ border V11 (Flanders Marina Instituta, 2019).

Tercile maximum temperature probabilities for
March to May 2025

Base period: 1981-2018 Model run: 03/02/2025
Model, ACCESS-52 Issued: 05/0212025
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EEZ border ¥11 (Flanders Marine Institute. 2019).

Monthly minimum temperature (Image 5):

Seasonal minimum temperature (Image 6):

Tercile maximum temperature probabilities for
March 2025

Base period: 1981-2018 Model run: 030212025
Madel. ACCESS-52 Issued: 05/02/2025
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-+ ~ EEZ border V11 (Flanders Marine Institute, 2019).

Tercile maximum temperature probabilities for
March to May 2025

Base period: 1981-2018 Model run- 03/02/2025
Model, ACCESS-52 Issusd. 05/02/2025
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EEZ border V11 (Flanders Marine Institute, 2019).




Part 2: Recent Ocean Observation

Monthly/Three months: January 2025 and November 2024 to January 2025

Monthly: January 2025

Last three months: November 2024 to January 2025:

Sea Surface Temperature Anomaly (Image 1):

Sea Surface Temperature Anomaly (Image 4):

Palau
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Sea level anomaly (Image 2):
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Monthly Near Real Time Sea Level Anomaly: January 2025
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Daily coral bleaching alert (Image 3):
Palau Pacific Ocean
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Monthly: March

The Part 2i. Monthly and Seasonal Outlooks for March and March to May 2025

Monthly sea surface temperature anomaly (Image 5):

Difference from average

Seasonal: March to May

sea surface temperature forecast for
March 2025

Base periad: 1981-2018

Seasonal sea surface temperature anomaly (Image 6):

Madel. ACCESS 52

Model run: 03/02/2025
Issued: 05/02/2025
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Monthly sea level anomaly (Image 7):

Difference from average
sea surface temperature forecast for
March to May 2025

Base period 19812018 Model run: 03/02/2025
Model: ACCESS 52 Issued: 05/02/2025
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Difference from average
sea surface height forecast for
March 2025

Seasonal sea level anomaly (Image 8):

Base period: 1991-2018 Model run: 03/02/2025
Model; ACCESS-52

Issued: 05/02/2025
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Difference from average
sea surface height forecast for
March to May 2025
Base period: 1981-2018
Model ACCESS-52
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4-week Coral Bleaching (Image 9):
Palau Pacific Ocean
4 Weeks Coral Bleaching Outlook: 02 March 2025 4 Wesks Coral Bleaching Outiook: 02 March 2025
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Summary Statement

Monthly and last three months: January 2025/November 2024 to January 2025 statement

The rainfall for January and the past three months was near-normal over Koror and majority of the country.

Part 1i. Monthly and Seasonal Outlooks for March and March to May 2025

Monthly /Seasonal rainfall and temperature Outlook statements
The rainfall for March and the next three months is very likely to be above normal over Palau.

Maximum and minimum temperatures during March and averaged over the next three months are very likely to be
above normal over Palau.

Part 2: Recent Ocean summary statement

Monthly and last three months: January 2025/November 2024 to January 2025

January and averaged over November to January sea surface temperatures (SSTs) around Palau were 1.0 to 1.5°C
above normal.

January sea levels around the Sonsorol were 150 to 200mm above normal and sea levels around remaining islands
were 100 to 150mm above normal.

Daily Coral bleaching alert status shows No stress as of February 5, 2025.

Part 2i. Monthly and Seasonal Outlooks for March and March to May 2025

Ocean Variable statement

March sea surface temperatures around Angaur and the southwest islands are predicted to be 1.2 to 2.0°C above
normal. Sea surface temperatures around the remaining islands are predicted to be 0.8 to 1.2°C.

Averaged over March to May, sea surface temperatures around Palau are predicted to be 0.8 to 1.2°C above normal.

March sea levels around Sonsorol are predicted to be 100 to 200mm above normal and sea levels around Hatohobei
are predicted to be 60 to 100mm above normal.

Averaged over March to May, sea levels around Palau are predicted to be near-normal to normal.

Coral Bleaching outlook indicates Watch status for the next 4 weeks.

In brief for Teleconference

e Rainfall was near normal for January and November to January.

e The rainfall outlook generally indicates above normal most likely in March and the next three months.

e SSTs were above normal for January and November to January. The outlook shows above normal SSTs for
the next one and three months.

e Sea levels were above normal for January. March sea levels are predicted to be above normal for the
southwest islands and near-normal to normal sea levels across Palau for the next three months.



TABLE 3: stakeholder Engagement- Evaluations of how effective NMS engage with stakeholders

Product Date: Stakeholder Total Numbe | Numbe | Disabilit | Age | Comments (If
Januar Number of r of r of y grou there are
Participant Male Female p comments
y S from you
2024 Stakeholders
)
Quality Dec. 19 | WSO Palau and 14 10 4 35-60
Checking email, | NOAA NWS
Koror datain | Reply | PRH Climate
CliDE with receive | Service
Koror d Jan.
Historical 3,7,,
Observation 2025
s in xmACIS
Monthly 24- 6 Guam 14 12 35-60 | Nice work as
Hour Rainfall Forecasters 13 9 4 usual
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Temperature 1 New Year!!!
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Tech there. It looks
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PPUC rep Followers:
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Non-followers:
17%
Like: 1
Shares: 4
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Hour Rainfall MOH=Ministry
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Department of

Transportation,
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Palau,

Red Cross, CIP=Capital
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Works, Palau
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Authority) and

Social Media
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Fisheries stakeholders Insights:
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the CIiDE

server; it will
take some
time to
update but
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running soon.
I will update
again, when
NIWA techs
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(WSO Palau:
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NEMO, Palau Like: 1

and Regional Shares: 6

PMU,
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and Social

Media
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Graphics
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BoM and WSO
Palau
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Please find
attached the
images you
are after,
hopefully

I'm not too
late, it's my
first day back
at work after
the New Year.

Question on
ENSO
Outlook
Information
from BoM for
EAR Watch
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BoM and WSO
Palau
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Yes
unfortunately
the ENSO
outlook
information at
BoM has been
discontinued,
the main
reason is to try
and move
people
(stakeholders)
away from
only using
ENSO to
make climate
forecasts for
their location
and to instead
use a
dynamical
seasonal
model which
has much
higher
demonstrated
skill above just
using ENSO
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and Regional
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