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Update on the development of a Guidance for the delivery to 
the requirements of Regulation V/5 on meteorological 

services and warnings of the International Convention for the 
Safety of Life At Sea, 1974



Purpose of the Paper

To seek endorsement of the Guidance for the delivery to the requirements of 
Regulation V/5 on meteorological services and warnings of the International 
Convention for the Safety of Life At Sea, 1974.



Background
1. Guidance for the delivery to the requirements of Regulation V/5 of the SOLAS 

Convention on meteorological services and warnings contribute to Safety of 
Navigation.  

2. Chapter V Safety of Navigation of the SOLAS Convention adopted by IMO applies 
to all ships and requires Contracting Governments to ensure safety of 
navigation.

3. SOLAS Convention requires from Contracting States to:
• provide meteorological services and warnings under Regulation V/5,
• use the provisions of the IMO Instruments Implementation Code (III Code) 

(Resolution A.1070(28)) in the execution of their obligations and responsibilities:
✓ III Code is made mandatory by Chapter XIII of the SOLAS Convention and requires IMO Member States to promulgate laws and 

regulations and take all other steps to give full and complete effect to IMO instruments 

✓ IMO adopted the 2021 non-exhaustive list of obligations under instruments relevant to the III Code that includes obligations of 
contracting Governments/Parties and specific flag, port and coastal State obligations.

✓ Costal State obligations include meteorological services and warnings.
✓ Obligations of Contracting Governments/Parties are subject to audits under the IMO Member State Audit Scheme (IMSAS).



Update
1. The Pacific Islands Meteorological Strategy (PIMS) 2017-2026 Key Outcome 2 improved marine meteorological 

services includes the implementation of a Quality Management System (QMS).

2. PMC-6 recommended the development of the SOLAS checklist to identify gaps and monitor progress 
towards fulfilling international obligations under SOLAS.

3. The Guidance for delivery of SOLAS Reg V/5 has been developed using the draft WMO guidance for 
implementing SOLAS submitted to IMO MSC with some contextualisation through regional examples.

4. In 2023-2024, Solomon Islands used the opportunity of leading the Task Group to review its own 
implementation of SOLAS which led to the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the 
Solomon Islands Meteorological Services (SIMS) and the Solomon Islands Maritime Authority (SIMA).

5. Delivery of meteorological services and warnings must be included in the strategy recommended in Part 1 
section 3 of the III Code to ensure effective implementation and monitor performance of coastal State 
responsibilities.

6. Meteorological services and warnings are issued within METAREAs under the IMO/WMO WWMIWS and is under 
a long-term strategy of the Pacific Regional One Maritime Framework (POMF) to be adopted in 2026; The 
POMF’s strategies will contribute to the vision and key outcomes of the Pacific Islands Meteorological Strategy.

1 Guidance, 1 MOU template



2025 IMO 
Audit Schedule



Recommendations
The Meeting is invited to:

a) Endorse the Guidance for the delivery to the requirements of Regulation V/5 on 
meteorological services and warnings of the International Convention for the Safety of Life 
At Sea, 1974.

b) Encourage technical partners and donors to support NMHSs in the implementation of this 
guidance

c) Encourage Technical partners and donors to help address gaps through b) such as the 
need to strengthen QMS.

d) Recommend that NMHSs establish a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the in-
country maritime administration. The MOU should identify areas for collaboration to meet 
SOLAS requirements and include a clause for the sharing of audit findings.



GUIDANCE FOR  THE DELIVERY TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF REGULATION V/5 ON 
METEOROLOGICAL SERVICES AND WARNINGS OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 
FOR THE SAFETY OF LIFE AT SEA (SOLAS) 1974 (NOTE: MAJORITY OF THIS GUIDANCE WAS 
BASED ON A DRAFT WMO GUIDANCE SUBMITTED TO IMO)

• Part1. Management of Met-Ocean Maritime Safety Information (MSI) service provision

• Part 2. Provision of met-ocean MSI. 

• Part 3. General administration information for the IMO/WMO Worldwide Met-Ocean 
Information and Warning Service (WWMIWS)

• Part 4. Facilitating observations from ships
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