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Purpose of the Paper
1. Provide an update and progress on the implementation of activities on

Traditional Knowledge

2. Seek guidance and endorsement of the recommendations on the Traditional
Knowledge work implemented by National Meteorological and Hydrological
Services and their national and regional partners



Background

1. Traditional knowledge has been an integral part of many Pacific
communities for generations and developed traditional
communications and knowledge systems, adaptive solutions, coping
strategies and methodologies to cope and respond to a changing
environment and climate variability.

2. For the work of the NMHSs, traditional knowledge underpins and
bridges the information gap between science and community
understanding.

3. Traditional knowledge funding support from COSPPac, CREWS UNEP
CIS5, VanKirap, RESPAC, Climate Change projects and other donors
and partners has progressed the work on TK



Updates
Traditional Knowledge Process

• Five NMHS have basic to advanced TK programs
• Vanuatu, Solomon Islands, Samoa, Niue & Tonga

• Four NMHS are in early stages of establishing TK Projects
• Marshall Islands, Palau, Tuvalu, Kiribati

• Regional and global recognition of the NMHSs and the TK 
work and request for collaboration

• Fundraising opportunities  ( NZ MFAT )
• Climate and Biodiversity Smart Marine Spatial 

Planning and Marine Protection (2 Countries)
• KIWA initiative  



Updates : TK Tools and Methodologies

• TK Mobile applications ( Collection and Monitoring)
• Revised the TK tools and methodologies 
• Planned software and hardware upgrade and installation for the 9 

TK Countries
• Accredited Courses on Traditional Knowledge (Pacific Theological 

College)
• In progress (COSPPac)

• Revised methodologies to allow integration and wider 
application

• Installation and Upgrade of the TK Database



Updates: Integration  and application of  TK

• Integration and verification of TK indicators in  Vanuatu

• peer reviewed publication

• Translation and development of Glossaries



Updates: Early Warning





Regional and Global engagement
• UNFCC engagement and participation

• Local Communities and Indigenous Peoples 
Platform (LCIPP)

• Loss and Damage
• First Nations and Maori engagement (COSPPac)

• Oceans
• Maritime Delimitation boundaries



Regional Strategic Framework

At their 2019 meeting in Tuvalu, 

Forum Leaders endorsed the 

development of the 2050 

Strategy for the Blue Pacific 

Continent.  

Leaders highlighted their 

concerns regarding our enduring 

and long-term challenges such as 

climate change, and the impact of 

these challenges on our existing 

vulnerabilities. 

Other regional Sectoral Frameworks, decisions  

– Culture & Traditional knowledge  



Recommendations 

The Meeting is invited to:

1. Note the developments in the area of traditional knowledge and the technical and financial support from COSPPac, CREWS, UNEP CISPac5, 
VanKIRAP,  RESPAC and other donors and partners.

2. Acknowledge the commitment and support from NMHS and national stakeholder to elevate and integrate TK into national policies, and early 
warning activities.

3. Acknowledge the TK work that is implemented and coordinated across CROP agencies at the regional level.

4. Recommend the Revised Pacific Island Meteorological Strategy to include clear Priorities of members around Traditional Knowledge.

5. Approve and task SPREP to facilitate and coordinate the development of a strategy and implementation plan on traditional knowledge of 
weather, climate, oceans and natural hazards.

6. Request the Weather Ready Pacific Program and other regional funding initiatives to support the development of the strategy and 
implementation plan in the short to medium term

7. Approve the development of a regional traditional knowledge proposal to implement the traditional knowledge program in the long term.
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